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The 2gg-year-old Foster-Emerson House crept its way up Grove street from the Meadow Brook Golf club to its new home on propetty bought by Les and cht

Sidelinket
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An Historic Movfng f,)ay
Foster-Emerson House hauled to its new home on Grove Street
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BY LAWRENCF] M. WAI,SH
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t r levated on hvdraul ic ,  wheei-

F mounteci  jacks and suPPort -
q!ed by huge steel beams, the
historic Foster-Emerson House
creaked and groaned TuesdaY as it
moved away from its 288-Year-old
foundation at the Meadow Brook
Golf Course and'began its half-
mile journey to its new home on
Grove Street.

Under the direction of master
house mover GarY SYlvester,
workers carefully shifted the
weight of the historic two-story
farm hoqsb, coaxing it down the
small hill by the clubhouse and
over two stone gatePosts out onto
Grove Street.

Tuesday was the long-awaited
moving day for Les and CherYl
Sidelinker, who successfullY out-
bid the Friends of Historic Preser-
vation last May for the right to
restore the house built in 171O.

workers from the Reading Municipal Light Department cover dropped power
.lines with wooden planks to protect them as the 62-ton house moved over
them.

struction process. son House is the beginning of the

"I'mveiynervous," saidCheryl end of a long, community-wide
e;, t6 l in l ,ar  r r rhn rnratched the ef for t  to save the First  Pef iod

The Historical Commissi
imoosed the demolit ion de
bylaw, allowing six months fc
benefactor to come forward to I
cue the house. The town offe
to sell part of the Water DePi
ment's property on Grove Stt
for its relocation to a PartY wiil
to restore the house to its hist(
appeafance.

Although the Friends of I
toric Preservation lost the ho
to the Sidelinkers, theY and
Historical Commission ate wc
ing closely with the Sidelinkerr
advisors in the restorat
process.

"It's a sense of discoverY ant
they keep working through,
can see the changes the house
gone through in the Past," I
Virginia Adams, co-chairPersol
the Histor ica l  Commission.

Preparing the house for
move began almost immedia
after the Sidelinkers closed on
house and the town-owned Gr
qf rpa t  n r^ner f rz  T  es  S ide l inke
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, ADVOCATE PHOTOS BY SUE SICKLER

Les Sldellnkel, the new owner of the Foster-Emerson House, shows wilbar Hoxie of the Historical commisslon the

condlflon of the sllls. once on Grove Street, bulldlng mover GarySylvester and RMLD supervisor Joe Boyan (below)

had to measure the house's helght to see lf lt would pass under the power lines.

Historic house moved to new home
H O U S E , F R O M P A G E I  _ _  _  - , - _  _ _

trash bins.
Sidelinker also disassembled and catalogued the

rear shed and removed the saltbox rear quarter from
the house. The saltbox will be replaced with a new
dormer, while the shed will be rebuilt with much of
the original material.

The one complication befalling the proiect came
two weeks ago when the massive central chimney
collapsed as it was being prepared for the move.

Wirether the chimney would survive the move
was a subiect of much debate during the bidding
process. The Friends of Historic Preservation, which
ilso bid on the house, proposed moving the chim-
ney intact, while the Sidelinkers wanted to dissem-
bld it and rebuild it at the new site.

The Sidelinkers solicited opinions and reviews
from several historic home and masonry experts
over the summer and decided to try to move the
chimney with the house. "We just wanted a -working
fireplac6 and make it historically accurate," Cheryl
Sidelinker said.

When they tried to lift the massive pile to place a
steel plate under it, the chimney collapsed under its
own weight. Cheryl described many of tle bricks as
unusabldand the mortar as a soft, mud-Iike material
that couldn't hold the bricks together'

Moving the house with the chimney was going-to
cost the-Sidelinkers $30,000, but without it the
move only cost $23,000.

"What we were going to spend on the chimney,
we will spend on the rebuilding," she said.

The rotk-solid 62-ton house seemed very delicate
perched atop the moving truss as Sylvester moved
ibout securing the structure and preparing it for
departure with unwavering confidence.

;It's like everything else. If you know.what you're office there.
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